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A dangerous nip of the Thetis off Horse Head, west of Tas-
gnisak, brought new sensations in the crackling of timbers, as if
the ship was being ground to pieces, but they passed off when we
learned that some relief came from the use of torpedoes. The
struggle onward to the Duck Islands was constant, with favoring
advantages to the whalers or the relief ships as good luck in the
leads occurred near one or the other until June 7th, when this
goal was reached.

In crossing Melville Bay the Duck Islands are regarded as
the extreme outpost for an advance. The detention there until
the llth, by the unbroken pack over the bay, was a period of
anxious restlessness. This was all the harder to bear from the
fact that the weather was fine for these regions, if occasional snow
storms and fogs are excepted. This time was not actually lost,
however, as Sebree and Crosby improved the delay to verify the
accuracy of the charts, and they found the Duck Islands about
six miles out of position as placed on the chart.

The outlook to the northwest was most unpromising indeed;
no signs of a movement were discernible beyond small water
spaces about the base of some of the icebergs, but this sign was
encouraging. One learns, however, after a little experience in
the Arctic, that changes are kaleidoscopic and take place quickly.
On the llth a change occurred which the relief ships and the
wlialnig fleet sought to turn to profit. The real contest now began
in this vast solitude of ice and snow, and we were to know, before
reaching Cape York, which of the two contestants in this struggle
was to win the honors. In this broad, unbroken field of ice it
would be proved whether the conservatism which grows from
larger experience in dangers, or the daring ventures which the
supposed desperate straits of the Greely party justified, were
finally to win.

No one who has never had experience in the ice can imagine
the tension of twenty hours continuously in the "crow's-nest,"
and yet to take the best advantage of changes it is sometimes
necessary to exceed even that interval. If the expedition had
stopped to rest often, when it was sorely tempted, or if it had
delayed often wlien it could have been excused, Greely and his
comrades would never have been returned alive to friends and
families.they
